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CHARLES R 


HARLES The Second, by the Grace of God King of England, Scotland, France, 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. To all our Loving Subje&s of what Degree, 
Condition, and Quality foever, within Our Kingdoms and Dominions, Greeting. 
W hereas We have been given to Underſtand, That Our Truſty and Well-beloved Subjea 
Richard Wallis, Arms-Painter in Our City of London, hath with much Pains and Charge En- 
deavoured to attain a Perfe&t and General Collection of the Arms proper to every Society or 
Corporation within Qur ſaid City, and hath at length Finiſhed the ſame after a moſt exa& and 
curious mannet ; And the faid Richard Wallis having humbly beſought Us to Grant him a Pri- 
viledg for the ſole Printing of his ſaid Book ; We have thought fit for his Encouragement to gra- 
tifie him therein, Know Ye therefore, That it is Our Royal Pleaſure, and We do by theſe 
preſents not only give him the ſaid Richard Wallis full Leave, Licence, and Authority to Print 
the ſaid Book ; But ſtrictly Charge, Prohibite, and Forbid all Our Subjeas to Reprint within 
any Our Kingdoms the ſaid Book in any Volume, or any part thereof, or to Import, Buy, Vend, 
Utter, or Diſtribute any Copies or Exemplaries of the ſame, Reprinted beyond the Seas, with- 
in the term of Fifteen Years, next enſuing the Publiſhing hereof, without the Conſent and Ap- 
probation of the ſaid Richard Wallis, his Heirs, Executors or Aſſigns; as they, and every of 
them ſo Offending will anſwer the contrary ; not only by the Forfeiture of theſaid Books, Copies, 
or Exemplaries, but at their Utmoſt Peril: Whereof as well the Wardevs and. Company of 
Stationers of Our City of London, asall and fingular Our Officers of the Cuſtoms in this Port 
of London, or any other Place within Our Dominions, and all other Our Officers and Miniſters 
whom it may concern, are to take particular Notice, that due Obſervance be given to this Our 
Royal Command. Given under Our Signet and Sign Manual, at Our Court at Whitehall the ' 
T welfth day of May 1677. in the Nine and T wenticth Year of Our Reign. 


£ 


By His Majeſties Command. 


Toſeph Williamſon. 


TO THE 


Right Honourable Sir HOMAS DAVIES Kr. 
Lord Mayor of the City of London ; 


AND 


To all the Right Worſhipful Society of Senatours his Brethren in this Supream, 
Unparaleld, and Renowned Metropolis for Wealth, Beauty, Honour, and 


Good Government. 


'Right Honourable, and Right Worſhipful, 


{conception and Erroneous Tradition, which have ſo much perverted and corrupted 
the radical path and order of Primitive Invention, and almoſt obliterated the true In- 

| tentions of Antiquity bothin Philoſophy and Hiſtory ; have allo in this general In- 
fetion traduced even Heraldry ; witneſs, the manifold Errors and egregious Miſtakes , which 

' . by induſtrious Enquiry and ſedulous Search, I have diſcovered in divers of the Companies Ef- 
-cutcheons, and Corporations Coats of Arms in this Honourable City of London, ſince they 
were firſt conferred upon them in the gracious Grants of their reſpe&ive Patents under the Great 4n 
Seals of ſeveral Kings of England, committed through the ſtupidity and careleſs performances | 
-of divers Artificers, (viF.) Painters, Plaiſterers, Gravers, and Carvers ; whoſe abſurditics are of 
late advanced in the moſt eminent and conſpicuous Places of very beautiful and ſtately Stru- ot 
ures : who were firſt of all unadyiſedly miſled by putting faith infalſe Copies ; ſuch as have been "x 
lately, and now are, expoſed to publick Sale in Graving and Printing. W hich when I had ſuff- "nt 
ciently conſidered, I was much concerned what diſhonourable refleQtions it might caſt upon i 
to many Worſhiptul Companies and Worthy Corporations; and was troubled to think that By 


[- | thoſe Loyal Societies, who have ſo much Truth in their Hearts, ſhould have ſo much Error in 
4 their Arms, and began to think of a Reformation, which with much care and coſt 
obtained by the conveniency of ſurveying diſtintly their ancient Patents, wherein I found in 
- what manner the ſeveral Kings of Arms had from time to time given them their Shields, Charge, 
4 Creſts, Supporters, and Motto's ; which I fortnwith Copied for ſome, with the exami- 
hy nation of Ancient Records for others : and reduced them to truth and order ; in the exaR- 
: neſs of Draught and curioſity of Sculpture ; So large,that a judicious Eye with pleaſure may be- 
> hold them ; So true to the Rules of Dimenſion, Proportion,Correlation, Poſition, Poſture,and 
Symmetry, that now they will endure the moſt curious examinations of the Niceſt Criticks, and 
conſequently prove and. continue authentick Copies for Futurity ; and alſo be a likely means to 
ſuppreſs and annihilate all thoſe erroneous Draughts that have miſguided the over-credulous Imi- 
rators. And having with great Charge and Labour thus finiſht this my Undertaking, and 
knowing how much your Lordſhip and Ye his Brethren concern your ſelves in Advancing and 
Rewarding all Endeavours for the preſervation. of the Honour of this Famous City, and the 
ſeveral Societies and Corporations thereof ; I cannot but promiſe my ſelf that this my Work 
- will be graciouſly received and entertained by ſuch Indulgent Patrons, and accordingly be eſteemed 
and valued by the ſeveral Societies and Corporations ; to whom, as I have hereby endeavoured 


ro expreſs my Leal for their Service, fo I ſhall make it the buſineſs of my Life to approve my ſelf 


bp 


Your Lordſhips and Worſhips 
| Moſt Humble, and 
Moſt Faithful Servane + 


Richard Walls. 


The Preface. 


Aving deſigned nothing to my ſelf in this Work, but the advancement of Truth and 
diſcouragement of Falſhood ; and particularly with reſpe& to thoſe Worſhiptul Soci- 
eties and Corporations, that have too long ſuffered thereby in their Coats of Arms. I 

ſhall not ule any artifice to gain the approbation of Generous Judgments, Accurate Artiſts, and 

Curious Diſquiſitors, to whom I leave it to certifie their enquiries by compariſon. The turning 

over the leaves of this little Volume of Variety proves not only profitable to the Judicious Artiſts, 

but alſo delightful to all thoſe Perſons of Qualitie, who ſometimes are pleaſed to advance Heraldry 
into the honour of their Recreations ; which indeed is a Contemplation full of pleaſing diverſities, 
and agreable to every Noble and Generous Diſpoſition ; being in ſubſtance the moſt refined part 
of Natural Philoſophy, while it aſſumeth alſo the principles of Geometry, by putting - into uſe 
almoſt every Square Angle and Circle. Theſe Sheets being orderly fixt upon fine Canvaſs, and 


well framed, may prove Ornamental, when placed in any Magnificent Hall, Gallery, or Beau- 


tiful Dining-Room , where the Inquiſitive SpeRtators may be pleaſantly entertained with 
making delightful Compariſons between the Aptitude of the Arms to the Amplicude of any 
Trade, Science, Art, Myſtery, Occupation, contained in the Table, of which there are 
ſeveral Additional Coats of Companies and Societies that never were yet Engraved or expo- 
ſed until this preſent, and were the occaſjon of much induſtry and expence in their At- 
chievment ; beſides the patient examinations and- careful corre&ions of all thoſe that have 
been Publiſhed, which were Erroneous either in Omiſſion, Addition, or Tranſverſion ; although 
(it may be) they were honeſtly deſigned with good and true Intentions. W hich is all I ſhall ſay 
for the Augmentative and Correcive part of this Work. For Deſign I ſhall refer my ſelf to thoſe 
numerous compartiments, whoſe Order and Beauty ſupply the defe& of Supporters, which are 
adapted to their reſpe&ive Coats of Arms, and diverſified from each other. In a word, If the 


Generous and Judicious are pleaſed with this that I have done, I have no further Ambition ; If 


Artificers will think fit by theſe Copies to reQifie their miſtakes, and Criticks not be too raſh in 
charging me with new ones, I am well contented ; And after all my expence and labour, if I can 


bur be a Saver, I ſhall acknowledg my ſelf abundantly rewarded, Publick Benefit having been the 
ſole end propoſed to my ſelf herein, as it ſhall be ever the Aim of 


Richard Walls. 
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